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Holy Water in the late antique sacred spaces in Asia Minor

DR. ARABELLA CORTESE (REGENSBURG)

On their journeys to distant and unknown
lands, late antique pilgrims experienced
sacred landscapes marked by special natural
formations. At these sacred sites, the
touching of objects, relics, and natural
elements associated with holy events and
figures, as well as participation in religious
rites, allowed the pilgrim to feel closer to the
divine and preserve the memory of these
places. Both literary and archaeological
sources show that water played a particular
role in late antique pilgrimage. Its
attractiveness was related to a hidden power
of nature that surrounded this natural
element. Springs, streams, and rivers shaped
the character of the landscape. Wherever
natural water sources occurred, one could
find features of sacrality.

Through the analysis of literary sources,
iconographic material, and archaeological
evidence, the lecture will show both how
“living” and flowing water was displayed in
some representative late antique pilgrimage
sites of Asia Minor and the ways in which it
played an important role in the staging of
sacredness.

The agiasma at Zoodochos Pege (Balikli Kilisesi). Author: Arabella Cortese (May 2022)

Fur die physische Teilnahme bitten wir um vorherige Anmeldung bis 15.00 Uhr des Vortragstages unter der E-Mail-Adresse:
lectures.istanbul@dainst.de

Dieser Vortrag findet in der angekiindigten Sprache statt. Diese Veranstaltung wird AUCH online auf ZOOM durchgefiihrt.
Der Link fiir die Registrierung wird auf https://www.facebook.com/daiistanbul/ eingestellt.

Fiziksel katilim i¢cin konferans glinii saat 15.00'e kadar su e-posta adresine kayit yaptirmanizi rica ederiz:
lectures.istanbul@dainst.de

Konferans, programda duyurulan dilde yapilir. Bu etkinlik ZOOM tzerinden gevrimici olarak da izlenebilir. L ﬂl"""-"r-{_
Kayit icin gerekli baglanti https://www.facebook.com/daiistanbul/ adresinde yer almaktadir. = "!':_
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